Gel gradient electrophoresis:
Gel gradient electrophoresis was performed as described recently (for review see ROchel, 1976 (28) The action of mercaptoethanol was diminished in the presence of 1% Triton X-100 ( Fig. 4a, b, and was stained by the DAB assay and Coomassie blue as well. Since the peroxidase peak had been cut out very narrowly from the first gel, the two peaks to the left of the peroxidase peak (P) are likely to be decay products (subunits?) of the enzyme rather than contaminants transferred from the first run. (b) Refractionation experiment as described in Figure 4a . The gel slice containing the enzyme was incubated in 1% (v/v) mercaptoethanol (5 mm., 45#{176}C) before elution. The size of the peroxidase peak (P) is primarily due to enzymatic activity; while the middle peak has some peroxidase activity it is primarily due to Coomassie blue staining.
The small peak to the left has no enzymatic activity. did cause a drastic reduction of enzymatic activity ( Fig. 7) , incubation close to the pH optimum of neuraminidase, pH 5.0, 
